M Westover's ramp has record 24 Galaxies
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M Soldiers get Westover hospitality (back page)

M Freejazz concert

Briefs

Dining Facility

serving breakfast

- TheWest%\r/;lgmmg Fa:icljg/yfhas

un serving adt every rom

5to 8 am. The chargeis$1.60 for those
on per diem.

Midnight meds are served every
day from 11 p.m. to 1 am. and flight
medsareavailableat any time, upon
request.

AF Jazz Ensemble
to perform locally

TheAir Force Ambassadors Jazz
Ensemblewill perform at the Calvin
Theatre, 19 King &., Northampton a 2
p.m. on Sunday, March 23. Freetickets
are available to see the ensemble, which
ispart of theAir Force Band of Liberty.

Trtr)le group performs ajazz
ensemble repertoire spanning the
50 years, indudingthesour'gsof the
Glenn Miller, Count Basse and Duke
Ellington orchestras. Also fegtured are
the modern sounds of Mait Catingub,
Rob McConnd and Métt Harris.

For ticks, send a sdf-addressed
envelope to the Northampton Veterans
Services Department, 240 Main &,
Room 4, Memorid Hall, Northampton,
MA 01060-3113.

Pass & ID hours

On Friday, the Passand 1D office
will bed beginning a 1 p.m.

On Monday, Passand ID will be
open - busnessasusud. 7:30am.to 4
p.m. closad from 12:30 p.m. to 1 p.m.

Passand ID islocated in Bl
1520, located on Petriot Avenue.
2012For moreinformation, call Ext.

Wheels of Westover keep surge moving

Articleand photos
by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

It wasjust another day at the office
for Katrina Bleau, production controller
at the 439" Logistics Support Squadron
vehicle operations desk. A shuffle of
vehidedriversthat bustled in and out of
the digpatch office Sgnaed another shift

The office—the nerve center of
the squadron’s vehicle section - iswhere
the whedls of Westover begin and end
their turns.

“Tango 30, vehideops, you'redl
st,” Bleautold thedriver. Thedriver
assisted with luggage, and, in thishigh-
tech age, there was something elsethe
arcrew forgot. “ Go ahead and pick up
thelaptop,” Bleau told the driver.

Thesurge of operations a
Y*Vgﬁltoveginh%e Feb. 1 hasmoretggn

the trangportation squadron,
sta‘feetrj]gvith reservigsand Gri?fqm Services
employees.

Mogt of the nutsand bolts of the LSS
vehicle operations section happensright a the
dispatch office. “Thisisthe hub,” said SMSgt.
(l;/lerilyn Dube, vehicle operations superinten-

ent

Thenumbersaredl the proof that's
needed. Asof March 7 the LSS drivers,
daffed by 15 ectivated reservigts, have carried
more than 13,000 passengers around the base.

SSgt. Christopher C. O’Brian, vehicle operator dispatcher,
assists crew members from Travis AFB, Calif., with their
luggage shortly after the pilots and loadmaster landed at
Westover.

The vehicle dispatch desk is the nerve center of the
439" Logistics Support Squadron’s vehicle
operations section. From left are, Katrina Bleau,
production controller; TSgt. Josh Lambert, chief
dispatcher; and SMSgt. Marilyn Dube, vehicle
operations superintendent.

Thedrivers have moved more than quarter of
amillion pounds of cargo. The demand has
forced the squadron to lease severd school
busesand vans.

Those tﬂe p?lrap]tg?from tgins egtegprlcreN

upson theflight lineto taki e
B!'ack gd forth fr(?m hotelsin wgern
Massachusetts and northern Connecticuit.

“We re pretty much alifelinefor those
arcrews,” said TSgt. Josh Lambert, chief
digpatcher. “When they cdl usup,
weddiverit.” Lambert said his
job title doesn't necessaxily
describe hisday-to-day duties.
The chief digpatcher isassigned

wherever needed.

! SSqt. Christopher O'Brian, a
vehicle operator dispatcher, is
from Clifton Park, N.Y. He cdled
his squadron the “front ling” as
| Westover's ambassadors. “We're
thefirst onesthey seeand thelast
they ssehere” hesad, shortly
after he assisted a TravisAFB,
Cdif., C-5 arcrew with their
luggage. ,

Back at the base, the drivers
shuttle hungry troopsfrom
Hangar 3to(§hedinihneg hdp@andgdy
15 minutes during the ex
med hours.

Bleau hasworked inthe

(continued on next page)
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Wheels... (Continued from page 1)

sguadron for three years. The surge has made
thingsthe busiest ever for her. “We havefive
drivers” shesad, in between the congtant
chatter of two-way radio conversgtion.
“Yesterday, we moved 651 people.” The pace
got 0 busy that Bleau skipped lunch for a
second day inarow.

Augmentees arrived in February to help
with the increasein operations. They came
from asfar away asLackland AFB, Texas,
and as near asthe Patriot Wing's military
personnd flight and 42™ and 58" Aerid Port
Squadrons.

“We couldn't do it without them,” Bleau
sad. “They have been atremendous help.”

On top of everything esewith the surge,
the L SStrangportation section attendsto other
reservists needs. If someone hasto teke
emergency leave and get to an airport, they' I
take them there, whether it isnearby Bradley
Internationa Airport, Conn., or Boston's
Logan Internationd.

Dube added to Bleau' swords of
goprecidion for the efforts of the augmentees.
“I"d like to thank them —and their repective
units,” shesaid. “We ve become ateam
focused on mission accomplishment.”

Pat Stats

Served since February 2, 2003
2,599 passengers
438 aircraft
8,856,403 pounds of cargo
Info from MSgt. Jim Garrity, 42APS

Box Lunches
1,959 hot meals served
690 to duty personnel
1,894 to flight passengers
Info fromTSgt. David Beauregard, 439SVS

Fuel (since Feb. 1)
3,475,079 gallons of JP-8
info from Jim Maloney, fuels

Contact us;
DSN:589-2020 - (413) 557-2020
www.afrc.af.mil/43%9aw
439patriot.editor@westover.af . mil

Thispublication is edited, prepared,
and provided by the Public Affairs office
of the 439th Airlift Wing. Cal Ext. 2020
with comments, story idess, or for
additiona copies. Contentsof PATRIOT
EXPRESS are not necessarily the officid
viewsof, or endorsed by the U.S.
Government, the Department of Defense,
or the Department of the Air Force.
PATRIOT EXPRESSwill be published
twiceweekly.

We're the C-5 capital of world

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

For a least one day, Westover wasthe
biggest C-5 drategic air baseintheworld. Only
Charleton AFB, S.C. with C-17sand KC-10s,
had more drategic aircraft.

Last Tuesday morning therewere 24 C-5
Gdaxieslined up ontheWestover flightline,
Not only wasthat more C-5sthan at any basein
theU.S, but it wasthe second timein aweek
we broke arecord for Galaxies on the ground.

The previousrecord for C-5s herewaslast
Friday when 21 of the strategic airlifterswereon
the ground. That day, bad westher a Dover
AFB diverted aircraft.

The 24 Gaaxiesrepresented dmost onein
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fiveof dl the 123 C-5sintheAir Force. They
werefrom Stewart , Dover, Lackland and
Travis That isevery operational C-5baseinthe
country. Theonly other C-5 baseisAltusAFB,
Okla, which hasatraining misson.

“It certainly kept usbusy from boththe
passenger and fleet service sides of the house.
Our aerid porterswerekept hopping,” said Lt.
Cal. James Carey, 42 APS commander.

“Thegzeof thisoperationisatributeto the
professiondism and enthusiasm of thosewho
makeit work. | congder Westover abenchmark
foritsability to generate arcraft,” said Cal.
Thomas Mauzaka, assgtant to thewing
commander.

Soldiers get “while you walit” service

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

A military haircutisjust ahaircut, but free
haircutsfor dl thetroopsin the Passenger
Terminad meant something alot morethana
trim to soldiersgoing oversesslast Saturday.

Pioneer Valey USO volunteers Susan
Austin and Gay Heury did what they do best
when they showed up &t the Passenger Termind
withtheir dippers, scissorsand combs. Susan
ownsHairport in Westfield and Gay isowner of
Cut ‘n Curl in Springfield.

Inthe hangar, they looked for the best lit
spot, sat up two meta chairsand got an
extension cord and power strip to hook up their
clippers Theword quickly got around and lined
upinfront of their chairswasarow of soldiers
wearing Enduring Freedom desert camouflage.

For four hours Susan and Gay cut hair for
the soldiers. At theend of the day, 75 troops had
fresh haircuts. Better than the haircutswerethe
sentimentsbehind the gift.

Thetwo professiond hair stylistshad
worked al week at their shops, but on their day
off they cameto the Westover Passenger
Termind to send amessage of supportinthe
best way they knew how to do.

Susan and Gay arelong-time USO
volunteerswho were part of the red carpet

welcome home celebrationsthat were con-
ducted for weeks at the end of the Gulf War.

Their recent giftsof freehaircutswerea
welcome boost for troopswho hed beeninthe
hangar for severd days.

Whilethey were herethe soldiershad other
experiencesof Westover hospitdity. After one
delay kept theminthe hangar, SSgt. Al Nothe of
Services opened the Westover Gym for them at
4am. to give everyone achanceto shower.

When the soldiers said they weretired of
flight med's, Sandy Wekefield and Marilyn
Spofford of the USO took anumber of them on
asupermarket shopping trip to buy soft drinks
and snacksfor their flight. The soldiersleft
Westover late Saturday afternoon.

“When they |&ft, one of them hugged me
andsaid‘ Thanks, Mom'. That'swhen | lost it,”
Marilyn sad. “They wereaspecid bunch of
guys. | got too attached,” shesaid.

A few daysafter the soldiersleft, Sandy
received acalled from one of their mothersin
Cdifornia She said that her son had reached his
degtination, called home and described how
well he had been treasted a Westover. The
mother called to express appreciation for taking
care of her son. “Westover rocks” theyoung
soldier told hismother.



